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DANBURY/RIDGEFIELD LEADERS
WANT TO EXTEND

HIGHER HOME SALES TAX - - AGAIN!

Danbury Mayor Mark Boughton and Ridgefield Select-
man Rudy Marconi asked State lawmakers not to adhere to
the scheduled expiration date for higher taxes first imposed
on property sellers in March 2003. Bethel First Selectman
Alice Hutchinson and Newtown official Elizabeth Stocker
also were present at the breakfast sponsored by the
Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials. According
to a report in The News-Times, however, they encountered
objections from legislators at the meeting. “I don’t think this
is the fairest way to do it (generate revenue),” said Senator
Judith Freedman (R). I will argue it is an unfair tax” because
it singles out those selling property. Also arguing against ex-
tending the temporary tax were Representatives Robert
Godfrey(D) and Hank Bielawa (R). Home sellers and oth-
ers transferring property have turned over an extra half mil-
lion dollars annually to Ridgefield and about $750,000 extra
per year to Danbury. This is in addition to the base rate of
$1.10 per $1,000 paid to those towns and another $5 to $10
paid to the State. We thank those lawmakers noted above
who stood up and pointed out the unfairness of the tax.

BE A CHAMP FOR YOUR SELLERS…Help the Con-
necticut Association of REALTORS® recruit State legisla-
tors to sponsor bills to roll back the extra taxes on real estate
sales. (In other words, the municipal conveyance tax would
revert to its previous level of $1.10 per $1,000). Sponsors
who are Democrats are especially desired. For further infor-
mation, including possible publicity opportunities, contact Tim
Calnen at CAR (calnent@ctrealtor.com) and make refer-
ence to “Conveyance Tax”. Mortgage brokers, home inspec-
tors, home builders and other members of the “Sunset Alli-
ance” are welcome.

REALTORS® Raise Over $17,000
To Benefit 10 Charities On December 8th

275 REALTORS®  and friends gathered at the oceanside
Port N Starboard, Ocean Beach, New London for the
Annual Community Benefit Raffle & Bazaar to raise over
$17,000 for 10 local charitable organizations. The funds
will be donated to provide assistance to groups supporting
children and children’s programming in eastern Connecti-
cut.  “This year’s fundraising surpassed all previous years!
We exceeded last year’s amount by $4,000. Each
year, eastern Connecticut REALTORS® are so generous
at this event, and we are so pleased that we can give back
to the community in which we all work and live,” explained
Susan Barnhouser, chair of the Community Relations
Committee which organizes this event each year.

Jonathan Peck of Peck & Tuneski, LLC and Dennis Palmer
of Citizens Mortgage Corp. were both the entertainment
and the emcees for the event. They welcomed representatives
attending the lunchtime program from the Community
Coalition for Children, the Norwich Arts Council, Thames River
Family Program & Waterford Country School, and
encouraged REALTORS® to remember the children
as they participated in the lunchtime raffle and bazaar.

Organizations receiving funding this year are: Community
Coalition for Children; Covenant Shelter of New London;
Madonna Place Family Support Center; Norwich Arts
Council; Norwich Rotary Club Mahan Coat Drive; Save the
Kid Fund; Thames River Family Program; Thames
Valley Council for Community Action; United   Community
& Family Services; and Waterford Country School.

The Grand Prize winner of a trip to the Bahamas was
Beth Brucker of Prudential Connecticut Realty and Jacquie
Boutin won the Dell computer. Paul Smyth, Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage, won the Foxwoods overnight pack-
age and Robert Claffey, American Realty, won the DVD
combo. REALTORS® and other attendees took home over
120 gift items won during the teacup auction.



It's  A Date
(Association Calendar of Events)

For a complete listing of meetings and events go to the
Members Only page on www.ecmls.com and

click on “Meetings & Events Calendar”

Keep Us Up-To-Date
Send this to the Association office if your e-mail address has changed

Name:  ______________________________________

New e-mail address: ____________________________

Hot  Topic
(Information from C.A.R.)

Ongoing
24 hours/day, 7 days per week

NAR Online Quadrennial Ethics Course Online
ECAR members must complete the Ethics training course

between January 1, 2001 and December 31, 2004. This online
course does not qualify for continuing education credit.

Ongoing
January - June, 2005

Connecticut Association of REALTORS®

Spring, 2005 Course Offerings
Courses include ABR, GRI, SRES, Appraisal 1, At Home With

Diversity, and New Agent Success Plan

DECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBER
30th Association Office Open Half a Day

31st Association Office Closed

JJJJJANUANUANUANUANUARARARARARYYYYY
7th Installation of Officers

5:30 pm ~ The Harvest, Pomfret

11th New Member Orientation
8:30 am ~ Comfort Suites, Norwich

14th ARIS Online Training  for www.arismlsct.com
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
— Comfort Suites, Norwich
$10 w/pre-registration, $15 for walk-ins
space permitting.

BROKER WHO HELPS TO COORDINATE
PROPERTY INSPECTIONS FOUND LIABLE.

In this case the real estate agent was a buyer’s agent.
The buyers executed a contract which contained a contin-
gency for a satisfactory well test to be performed by a com-
petent inspector.  The contract permitted the buyers to can-
cel the contract if the well water was not satisfactory.

The real estate agent recommended professionals for
the home inspection, but the home inspector, who the court
noted was hired by the real estate agent, performed a water
potability test and did not inspect the well.  Post closing, the
buyers discovered that mice and small animals had entered
the well, died there and contaminated the well water.  The
buyers brought suit against the real estate broker seeking
damages for emotional distress and drilling a new well.  Click
on link to find out the court’s decision.
h t t p : / / w w w. c t r e a l t o r. c o m / m e m b e r s / p r o t e c t e d /
wellwatercontingency.htm

Correction to November
New Members List printed

in the December 16 newsletter:
Lori Hopkins is associated

with Bill Heenan & Associates in Waterford,
not Pequot Properties as stated.


