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It's  A Date
(Association Calendar of Events)

For a complete listing of meetings and events go to
the Members Only page on www.easternctrealtors.com

and click on Calendar”

Upcoming Events To Watch For

DECEMBER
10th Continuing Education Courses—  3 CE Credits each

Hilton Garden, Groton
• Buyer Agency (Mandatory)  — 9:00 am
• 1031 Exchanges — 1:00 pm
• CT Disclosure, RESPA & Law Update (Mandatory)  — 6:00 pm

15th Continuing Education Courses—
The Harvest, Pomfret
• Risk Management  — 9:00 am 3 CE Credits
• Complete Automation Professional — CANCELLED
6 CE Credits

16th MLXchange Training — Association Office
• Basic I —9:30 am
• Basic II —11:15 am
• Advanced —2:15 pm

17th Board of Directors Meeting
9:00 am — Association Office

22nd MLXchange Training — Association Office
• Professional —10:30 am

ASSOCIATION OFFICE CLOSED
In observance of Christmas

Open 1/2 day on Dec.  24th

Closed on Dec. 25th



Gossip  SheetNEW MEMBERS – Approved November 19, 2009

Designated REALTORS®

Charlotte Geer Geer Realty

REALTORS®

Dianne Barrett Johnston & Associates Real Estate
Bruce Bayne Stonehouse Real Estate Company
Peter Giordano Weichert, REALTORS® – Suburban Properties
Hilarie Leone RE/MAX Home Team
Ashley Marshall William Raveis Real Estate (Norwich)
Christopher Olsen Weichert, REALTORS® – Suburban Properties
David Patton Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage (Niantic)
Natalie Torres Weichert, REALTORS® – Suburban Properties

PROVISIONAL NEW MEMBERS*
*Applicants are granted provisional membership upon receipt of their applications and payment of dues and fees. REALTOR applicants must
complete new member orientation within 60 days of receipt of their application.

REALTORS®

Ann Chapman Prudential Connecticut Realty (Mystic)
Nicole Gagnon Weichert, REALTORS® – Suburban Properties
Linda Mathewson Shoreline, REALTORS®

Monique Okkerse-Fase Shore Views Real Estate

MEMBER UPDATES – as of  November 30, 2009

AGENCY TRANSFERS
Member New Firm/Office Former Firm/Office
Marjorie Blizard Randall, REALTORS® (Waterford) IMT Real Estate Solutions
Quincy Clayton RE/MAX Property Consultants Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage (Niantic)
Pamela McNulty-Hennessey Heritage Properties SPC Prudential Connecticut Realty (East Lyme)
Renee Rossi RE/MAX Property Consultants Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage (Niantic)

ASSOCIATION REINSTATEMENTS
Michael Flynn Weichert, REALTORS® – Suburban Properties

ASSOCIATION DELETES
Laurette Booker Prudential Connecticut Realty (East Lyme)
Christina Cassabria Cassabria Realty
Samira Craig ERA Realty Pros
Maria Gandy-Winslow Prudential Connecticut Realty (South Woodstock)
Jacqueline Hickey Switz Real Estate Associates
Rosanne Kotowski American Realty
Joseph Santerre ERA Taylor Realty Group
Richard Thewissen ERA Realty Pros (Waterford)



Hot  Topic
(Information from C.A.R.)

NAR Grants $50,000 to Fund
Local Realtor® Affordable

Housing Activities

For additional information on NAR’s Housing Opportunity Fund or to download an application, visit www.realtor.org/housingopportunity. Applica-
tions for the next round of grants are due April 2, 2010.
To help state Realtor® associations or their housing foundations address the growing need for affordable workforce housing, NAR also provides funds
of $50,000 or more through the Ira Gribin Workforce Housing Grants. The program only runs during a two-year period, 2009-2010; applications and
additional information are available at www.realtor.org/iragribingrant.

The National Association of Realtors®, “The Voice for Real Estate,” is America’s largest trade association, representing 1.2 million members involved in
all aspects of the residential and commercial real estate industries.

Washington, November 24, 2009

To help promote and expand local affordable housing opportunities in communities across the country, the National Association of Realtors® has
awarded $50,950 to 16 local and state Realtor® associations through the Housing Opportunity Fund grants program.
“Despite the recent drop in home prices there is still a lack of decent, affordable housing in many of our cities and towns,” said NAR President Vicki
Cox Golder, owner of Vicki L. Cox & Associates in Tucson, Ariz. “Realtors® build communities and understand how a shortage of affordable housing
can affect the local area. NAR’s Housing Opportunity Fund grants help us raise awareness about the issue and make a real difference in communities
across the country.”
NAR’s Housing Opportunity Fund was established in 2006 and supports a wide range of activities to increase local affordable housing opportunities.
For all of 2009, the Housing Opportunity Fund has awarded $100,000 to support 32 housing opportunity programs. Since the program’s inception
in 2006, more than 100 grants totaling nearly $400,000 have helped support local affordable housing activities.
Grants can be used to fund a variety of activities, including housing symposia; home buyer education or housing fairs; counseling and financial literacy
efforts; down payment or closing cost financial assistance programs; public opinion surveys; and Realtor® affordable housing education. Grants of up
to $5,000 are awarded twice per year.
The following Realtor® associations have received the most recent Housing Opportunity Fund grants:

Charleston Trident Association of Realtors®
(North Charleston, S.C.): $1,500 to support
an affordable housing expo in partnership with
community nonprofit affordable housing or-
ganizations and others.

Charlotte Regional Realtor® Association
(Charlotte, N.C.): $5,000 to host a compre-
hensive workforce housing forum to discuss
the community’s critical affordable workforce
housing issues and needs.

Eastern Connecticut Association of
Realtors® (Norwich, Conn.): $2,500 to
support a public outreach and media
campaign and a public home buyer fair.

Greater Baltimore Board of Realtors® (Balti-
more, Md.): $5,000 to develop seminars fo-
cusing on barriers to homeownership for for-
eign born citizens.

Greater Tampa Association of Realtors®
(Tampa, Fla.): $2,500 to present Home Res-
cue, a new communitywide forum composed
of housing experts, government officials, finan-
cial institutions and nonprofits.

High Point Regional Association of Realtors®
(High Point, N.C.): $1,500 to provide land-
scaping materials and volunteers to improve
the appearance of vacant, foreclosed and di-
lapidated houses.

Hopkinsville-Christian County Board of Re-
altors® (Hopkinsville, Ky.): $5,000 to con-
duct an in-depth analysis of the local housing
market and host a housing conference to share
and discuss the findings and develop solutions.

Maryland Association of Realtors® (Annapo-
lis, Md.): $5,000 to support participation in
the “Maryland CASH Academy,” which pro-
vides consumers with free financial education
classes.

Monroe County Association of Realtors®
(Monroe, Ill.) $2,000 to fund a series of lunch
and learn workshops for Realtors® and others
working to implement affordable housing ini-
tiatives.

New Orleans Metropolitan Association of
Realtors® (Metairie, La.): $3,000 towards a
series of home buyer training courses that will
be provided to participants at no cost.

Orlando Regional Realtor® Association (Or-
lando, Fla.): $2,000 to support first-time home
buyer counseling for families selected to be part
of “Art in Architecture,” a community service
program of the Florida Real Estate Foundation
that provides affordable and attractive hous-
ing.

Peoria Area Association of Realtors® (Peoria,
Ill.): $3,000 toward a financial education course,
“You, Your Credit and the Real World,” which
is designed for high school juniors and seniors.

Pinellas Realtor® Organization (Clearwater,
Fla.): $5,000 to create a searchable database
of affordable housing programs in the county.

Realtors® Association of Greater Fort Lau-
derdale (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.): $1,450 to pro-
mote homeownership by hosting a housing
opportunities symposium and sharing the vari-
ous home buyer programs that are currently
available through all levels of government.

Realtor® Association of Prince William
(Woodbridge, Va.): $1,000 to expand a pro-
gram that helps share housing information with
teachers, firefighters, police officers and other
county employees.

Realtors® Association of the Palm Beaches
(Lake Worth, Fla.): $5,000 to partner with the
local municipality to host a symposium to help
educate residents during the foreclosure pro-
cess.



Case Interpretations of the Code of Ethics
or

How would you vote?

Article 14
If charged with unethical practice or asked to present evidence or to cooperate in any other way, in any professional
standards proceeding or investigation, REALTORS® shall place all pertinent facts before the proper tribunals of the Member
Board or affiliated institute, society, or council in which membership is held and shall take no action to disrupt or obstruct such
processes.

Establishing Procedure to be Followed in Handling Complaints
Case Interpretation 14-1 by the NAR Professional Standards Committee

A Board of REALTORS® received a complaint from REALTOR® A’s client charging REALTOR® A with a violation of Article 1 of the
Code of Ethics. The complaint was referred to the Chairperson of the Board’s Grievance Committee, who sent a copy of it
to REALTOR® A with a request that he respond and provide a specific document about the matter to the Grievance Committee
for its preliminary review.

REALTOR® A responded with a denial of the charge, and a statement that he would appear at any hearing on the appointed date
and would, at that time, present all pertinent facts. He went on to indicate that on the advice of legal counsel he was unwilling
to place the requested document in the hands of the Grievance Committee in advance of any hearing.

The Grievance Committee then initiated its own complaint charging REALTOR® A with a violation of Article 14 for refusing to
place the requested document before a proper tribunal.

A hearing of the Grievance Committee’s complaint was held before a Hearing Panel of the Professional Standards Commit-
tee. At the hearing, REALTOR® A again stated that it was his intention to respond specifically and factually to the charge of
violating Article 1 if the complaint came before an ethics Hearing Panel and at that time he would submit all pertinent facts,
including the document in question.

How would you vote?

It was the conclusion of the Hearing Panel that REALTOR® A’s defense against the charge of violating Article 14 was not valid;
and that the Grievance Committee could require advance submission of specific documents to the Grievance Committee
based on the Board’s professional standards procedures which authorized the Grievance Committee to request specific
documents to enable the Grievance Committee to make  determinations whether complaints warranted hearing. The panel
found REALTOR® A in violation of Article 14 and directed him to give the requested documentation to the Grievance Committee
in connection with its review of the charge of violating Article 1.


