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It's  A Date
(Association Calendar of Events)

For a complete listing of meetings and events go to
the Members Only page on www.easternctrealtors.com

and click on “Meetings & Events Calendar”

Upcoming Events To Watch For

December
3rd MLXchange Training — Association Office

• Basic I—10:00 am
• Basic II — 12:30 pm
• Express CMA— 2:45 pm

9th HOME REVIEW DEADLINE
5:00 pm

10th Community Benefit Raffle & Bazaar
11:30 - 3:00 pm — Holiday Inn, Norwich

Continuing Education Course— Groton Inn & Suites
• Ethics — 6:00 to 9:00 pm

16th New Member Orientation
8:30 am—Association Office

18th  ECAR/ECRIS Board of Directors Meeting
9:00 am  —  Association Office

19th HOME REVIEW DEADLINE ~ EARLY
5:00 pm

ASSOCIATION OFFICE CLOSED
In observance of Thanksgiving

NOVEMBER 27 & 28

ASSOCIATION OFFICE CLOSED
In observance of Christmas

DECEMBER 24 OPEN 1/2 DAY
DECEMBER 25 & 26 CLOSED

ASSOCIATION OFFICE CLOSED
In observance of  New Years

DECEMBER 31 OPEN 1/2 DAY
JANUARY 1 & 2 CLOSED



Hot  Topic
(Information from C.A.R.)

“WordWise”
WordWise Word/Phrase: Good Service. In the legal world, the
term “good service” does not mean being well taken care of at a
restaurant, car dealership or a store; rather, it means a legal no-
tice or legal papers have been served upon someone according
to the way the statute requires.
A July 2008 Bridgeport Superior Court case is a perfect example
of how the service of a mechanic’s lien was done improperly,
leaving the court no choice but to discharge (invalidate) the
mechanic’s lien.
Here’s how the story went. Mr. and Mrs. A were building a home
in Fairfield, CT while still living in their home in Stratford, CT.
Their general contractor claimed they owed him close to $45,000
for his contracting services and he wanted to be paid, so he
recorded a mechanic’s lien on the Fairfield Land Records and
had a state marshal leave a copy of the mechanic’s lien at the
Fairfield house. Mr. A discovered the legal papers when he went
to change the locks on the Fairfield house which was unfin-
ished, unoccupied and lacking a certificate of occupancy.
Mrs. A made application to the court to discharge/set aside the
mechanic’s lien because there wasn’t “good service” - the lien
was not served on them in the way the statute required.
CT statutes (CGS §§ 49-34 and 49-35) require a lien and the
notice of intent to claim lien to be left at the owner’s “usual place
of abode”. If the owner does not live in the town where the
building is being constructed (and that was the case here), then
service may be made by sending a true and attested copy by
certified mail to where the owner lives.
To Mr. and Mrs. A it was clear, service of the legal papers by the
marshal on behalf of the contractor did not comply with the
statute’s requirements because they were living in their Stratford
home when the marshal left the notice of intent to claim lien and
the mechanic’s lien papers at their partially constructed house in
Fairfield, which was not their “usual place of abode”.
Because the marshal failed to comply with the statutory require-
ments for service of the legal papers, the court granted Mrs. A’s
motion to discharge the mechanic’s lien, even though Mr. and
Mrs. A had received actual notice.

Legal Hotline
Question of the Month

I am the listing agent for the sale of property where the seller has
told me he wants me to bring by only a certain type of buyer for his
house and his neighborhood as he won’t accept offers from those
buyers whose race, color, religion, national origin, disability,
lawful source of income, ancestry, marital status, mental disability
or sex is not what he wants living in his home. Can I honor his
request to cull through potential buyers that fit his specifications?

Answer to the Legal Hotline Question of the Month

No, no, and no. There are no circumstances under which a
licensee can engage in discriminatory housing practices and
following your seller’s request would be doing exactly that. CT
Real Estate Regulation §20-328-4a, Discrimination and fair hous-
ing., says you cannot deny equal professional services to any
person or be party to any plan or agreement to discriminate.
While there are a few exemptions under the CT Fair Housing Act
(Sec. 46a-64) and the Federal Fair Housing Act (§42 U.S.C. 3601, et
seq.),  nothing in them allows a broker to participate in any
discriminatory housing practice when offering, advertising or in
the sale of property based on any of the protected classes above.

Kudos
 If you have received an award or designation,

please fax to 892-2599.

(Awarded Designations)


