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It's  A Date
(Association Calendar of Events)

For a complete listing of meetings and events go to the
Members Only page on www.easternctrealtors.com and

click on “Meetings & Events Calendar”

Upcoming Events To Watch For

April
23rd MLXchange Training - Advanced

9:00 am— Association Office

MLXchange Training - Advanced
12:30 am— Association Office

MLXchange Training - CMA
3:00 pm— Association Office

24th MLXchange Training - Advanced
9:00 am— Association Office

MLXchange Training - Advanced
12:30 am— Association Office

MLXchange Training - CMA
3:00 pm— Association Office

26th CE Class ~ Home From Work
9:00 am — Eastern CT Association of REALTORS®

3 CE Credit

30th MLXchange Training - Intro
9:00 am— Association Office

www.easternctrealtors.com

May
1st Home Review Deadline @ 5:00 pm

4th MLXchange Training - Intro
9:00 am— Association Office

8th New Member Orientation
8:30 am— Comfort Suites, Norwich

May  9, 16, & 30,  2007
9:00 am. - 4:00 pm.

Foundations In Real Estate (FIRE)
Eastern Connecticut Association of REALTORS®

10th Membership Meeting ~  Mortgage Fraud
8:30 am— Holiday Inn, Norwich, CT

15th Home Review Deadline @ 5:00 pm

24th ECAR/ECRIS Board of Directors
9:00 am — Association Office

25th MLXchange Training - Intro
9:00 am— Association Office

MLXchange Training - Prospecting
11:15 am— Association Office

MLXchange Training - Advanced
1:00 pm— Association Office

 ASSOCIATION
OFFICE
CLOSED

In observance of  Memorial Day
May 28th



ANTIVIRUS
 Here’s a super important tip for everyone using the internet. Just
because your antivirus software is installed, it may not be up to
date! New viruses come out daily, so it’s important that your
software “update” its inoculation list at least twice a week. Many
programs, like Norton Antivirus 2001/2001, do this automatically
but older versions or other program may require the user to manually
go online and click a program button to update their protections.
Why not get into the habit each Monday of double checking –
better safe, than very sorry, when your hard drive is zapped by a
virus!

EMAIL WITH THE RIGHT CLICK
For users of most email programs, like Outlook, Outlook Express,
Netscape or Eudora products, here’s a great time saver. You can
email a file directly from a folder or your desktop without opening
your email software. Simply right-click the mouse on the file and
then left-click the SEND TO menu. Left click the MAIL RECIPIENT
option and a new email will appear with the file already attached to
it. Simply address the message, write a subject and body and click
send. If you’re online all the time with a broadband connection, the
email will be sent immediately; dial up users will transmit the message
the next time they go online. Try it!

ALT-TAB SAVES TIME
Want a convenient way to switch between running programs without
using the mouse? Try holding the ALT key and pressing the TAB
key. Each time you press TAB, Windows will “rotate” to the next
open program. When you release the ALT key, the program will
jump to the foreground. So, if you’re running Word, Excel and
Email, you can click ALT-TAB to quickly swap between each program
– perfect for cutting, pasting and just working more swiftly. Laptop
users will appreciate this because it’s easier than constantly moving
the mouse to the TASKBAR to switch between open programs.

CLEAN UP YOUR SYSTEM
Windows 98/ME/2000 and XP users should take advantage of this
simple tool to clean their recycle bin, temporary internet files and
other “stragglers” cluttering up their hard drive. Click START/
PROGRAMS/ACCESSORIES/SYSTEM TOOLS/DISK CLEANUP
to launch Windows’ built-in maintenance tool. Click the hard drive
you wish to clean up (usually your C: drive) and wait for the analysis.
You can clean up all or selective files by checking choices in the
dialog box. One note: When you click ok, any files (especially in
the recycle bin) will be permanently deleted, so be sure you’re
ready to take out the trash! Do this at least once a week.

Techno Spot
Provided by the Tech Hotline

Realtor® News
(Informational, Recreational or Political)

NAR Urges HUD to Revamp FHA Program
To Help People Stay in Their Homes

WASHINGTON,  April 09, 2007 - In light of the many families
being affected by negative subprime mortgages, the National As-
sociation of Realtors® encouraged the Department of Housing
and Urban Development to act quickly to change the FHA mort-
gage insurance program to enable more homeowners and their
families to keep their homes.
In a letter sent to HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson, NAR Presi-
dent Pat Vredevoogd Combs strongly urged action by HUD to
change FHA rules and waive the requirement that a homeowner’s
mortgage be “current” in order to refinance into an FHA loan
product.
“Many homeowners who were able to make timely payments un-
der the original terms of their loan are finding it difficult to make
payments after rate adjustments,” said Combs. “We believe FHA
can design a mechanism where credit worthy borrowers could
refinance subject to prudent guidelines, and therefore avoid los-
ing their homes.”
“As the nation’s leading advocate for homeownership, NAR be-
lieves that all avenues should be reviewed and that paradigms
should be shifted. The goal for all – government, lenders, banks,
individuals, and Realtors® — should be to help keep people in
their homes and to avoid or minimize foreclosures,” Combs said
earlier this month.
In recent days, it has been reported that various lenders have
expressed a willingness to engage in this program to avoid costly
foreclosure proceedings. This would not be a bailout for lenders,
but would be a vehicle for helping prevent a number of Americans
from losing their homes. “NAR believes in a strong FHA and would
support efforts to ensure that only borrowers who truly have the
capacity to repay receive the opportunity to refinance under such
changes,” said Combs.
NAR encouraged HUD and the FHA to undertake a “robust pub-
lic education campaign” to promote foreclosure prevention by
raising the awareness of FHA and HUD programs. NAR has
partnered with HUD and FHA in the past to create and distribute
brochures designed to inform potential homebuyers about the
various FHA programs. NAR also continues to be a consistent
advocate for FHA modernization, so as to keep the products and
services they offer pertinent to today’s consumers and housing
market.
“We believe that with some minor regulatory adjustments to the
FHA program that a significant subset of borrowers facing the
prospect of foreclosure could safely refinance into an FHA mort-
gage. We are committed to continue our efforts with HUD and
FHA. We not only want to see people achieve the American dream
of home ownership, but also we want them to keep it,” said Combs.
The National Association of Realtors® , “The Voice for Real Estate,” is
America’s largest trade association, representing more than 1.3 million
members involved in all aspects of the residential and commercial real
estate industries.


