
REALTOR Meeting to focus on fair housing and diversity, "Trailblazing a Path to Home 

Ownership" 

North Franklin, CT – The Eastern CT Association of Realtors® (ECAR) will be hosting a real 

estate meeting on April 13th from 8:30 to 11:00 am at the Norwich Inn & Spa in Norwich, CT.  

This event is open to all and provides a forum for REALTORS®, affiliated businesses, town 

officials and members of the public to discuss fair housing and diversity issues, featuring 

prominent national and local DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion) trailblazers: 

• Ryan Weyandt, CEO LGBTQ Real Estate Alliance 

• Michael Rauh, 2021 Citizen of the Year 

• Michelle Walker, 2021 NAR Diversity Chair 

• Ryan Davis, NAR Director: Engagement & Inclusion 

“2021 was the best year for the real estate market in the last 15 years, said ECAR President Paula 

Turley, “and yet the homeownership gap between White and Black households became even 

larger in 2020”. 

Mortgage denial rates vary significantly by race/ethnic group, with Black Americans having the 

highest denial rates for purchase and refinance loans. According to the National Association of 

Realtors® 2020 Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers, Millennials now make up 37% of home 

buyers.   

Given further shifting attitudes regarding orientation and identity among Generation Z, Turley 

said the proportion of buyers and sellers identifying as LGBTQ is likely to increase as well. “The 

low-inventory challenge is particularly acute for any group who has faced greater hurdles to 

homeownership stemming from, among other things, lower incomes as a group”.   

In Connecticut, discrimination because of Race, Color, National origin, Sex (gender), Religion, 

Children or family status, Disability (mental or physical), Ancestry, Marital status, Age (except 

minors), Sexual orientation, Gender identity or expression, Legal source of income (refusing to 

accept Section 8, for example), or Veteran status is an intentional or unintentional, illegal act that 

adversely affects homeownership.  

“With April being Fair Housing Month, providing equal access to housing in all markets and 

neighborhoods is vital to building thriving, inclusive communities”, said Turley. “It’s Who We 

R.” 

Breakfast is included. Advance registration is required. For more information call 860-892-2595. 

ECAR is considered the voice for real estate in Eastern Connecticut, committed to promoting 

real estate ownership for all, protecting private property rights, and maintaining the highest 

ethical and professional standards. 

 



 


