
Hanner, Laukaitis, Bruno, Ash-Spadola, and Nault Receive ECAR Honors 
The Eastern Connecticut Association of Realtors® (ECAR) held its annual Awards Banquet live in person on June 9, 2021 at 
the Great Neck Country Club in Waterford where Realtor®, Young Professional, Affiliate, and Rookie of the Year and state 
nominee for Realtor® of the Year were presented.  Bonnie Nault, ECAR President welcomed everyone saying, “It is so GREAT 
to actually BE with you live in person!" Guests who weren’t fully vaccinated, were requested to wear a mask when not eating. 

Greg Hanner, CRS, e-PRO, C2EX, & AHWD, Garden Realty of Waterford, CT has been 
named the 2021 Realtor® of the Year. 

Greg is currently the Immediate Past President of the Association. “2020 was the craziest year ever”, 
but said Hanner, “a lot of good came of it”.  Under his leadership, Hanner helped navigate members 
through the CARES act while pulling off a successful blood drive, several food drives, he started the 
WE CARE CLUB, and ended 2020 with a hugely successful Community Benefit Raffle.  He edged 
out his competitors by completing the C2EX and the Fair Housing Challenge.  “The Key to success”, 
said Hanner, “is not about thinking about your own success - just get out there and do it and think 
about others.  When you broaden your horizons, success will come”.  His friends describe him as 
Focused; never gives up, takes adversity well, and values integrity. Hanner won this award in 2019. 

Chelsea Laukaitis, Navy Federal Credit Union of Groton, CT is the 2021 Affiliate of the Year 

This year’s recipient of ECAR’s Affiliate of the Year is Chelsea Laukaitis, who in 4 years with 
ECAR has jumped into volunteering with great enthusiasm and teamwork.  Voted Team Player of the 
year for Navy Federal Credit Union, Chelsea was voted in the top 10 out of 360 loan officers. She 
helped with several Food Drives during the pandemic, and as Chair of the Community Outreach 
Committee, Chelsea helped ECAR raise over $15000 for the Community Benefit Raffle.  She also 
volunteers for Safe Futures in New London. 

Heather Ash-Spadola, RE/MAX Home Team of Killingly is the 2021 Rookie of the Year 

Heather has been an ECAR member since March of 2019.  Since becoming a REALTOR, she has 
successfully closed 39 sales transactions.  Heather said, “there is no going back to another career, for 
me this is it”.  She does whatever she can to make her clients happy, no matter how big or small the 
questions are, she is always available - especially new homebuyers who are nervous and may not 
know what to do.  Heather donates to Meals on Wheels, and also donates her time with kids events 
and beautifying Killingly. 

Molly Bruno, CIREC, eXp Realty of Norwich, CT is the 2021 Young Professional of the Year 

Molly won this award back in 2018, and since then her business has taken off!  After chairing the 
YPN Committee, she went on to the Gov’t Affairs Committee, Strategic Planning and is now on the 
ECAR Board of Directors. Molly is also very active leader with the Norwich Chamber of Commerce. 
Perhaps her most impressive leadership accomplishment was founding the Women’s Council of 
Realtors of Eastern CT.  Despite Covid, the WCR received its official charter last year. Molly is also 
a President’s Circle RPAC member, which means she is at the $3000 level as an RPAC investor, and 
she helped create our Mentorship Scholarship for new Realtors®. 

Bonnie Nault, ABR, AHWD, CIPS, e-PRO, GREEN, GRI, MilRES, MRP, PSA, PSCS, RENE, 
RSPS, SFR, SRES of  William Pitt Sotheby’s International in Old Lyme is ECAR’s 2021 
nominee for the CTR State Realtor® of the Year Award 

Bonnie is the current President of ECAR and is a long-time active member of the Government 
Affairs.  She is involved on the CTR Grassroots and Political Fundraising Committees and has been a 
member of the National Association of Realtors® Vacation, Resort, and Second Homes Committee.  
In 2020, she achieved her Commitment to Excellence endorsement, took the Fairhaven training and 
accepted NAR President Charlie Oppler’s Fair Housing challenge, being one of only 4 people at 
ECAR to complete it. 

https://www.nar.realtor/resort-and-second-home

	Greg Hanner, CRS, e-PRO, C2EX, & AHWD, Garden Realty of Waterford, CT has been named the 2021 Realtor® of the Year.
	Chelsea Laukaitis, Navy Federal Credit Union of Groton, CT is the 2021 Affiliate of the Year

