
 

Eastern CT Association of Realtors® is Helping to Enhance Thompson, CT with its 

Creation of Community Garden  
  

Thompson, CT (March 5, 2020) – The Eastern CT Association of Realtors® (ECAR) will 

supplement a $4500 Placemaking grant awarded by the National Association of Realtors®  with another 

$500 to help make Thompson a better place to live by supporting the transformation 

of an unused space into vibrant public space for the community to gather and enjoy.     

The grants are intended to help Realtor® Associations partner with others to plan, organize, 

implement and maintain Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper placemaking projects in their communities.  

ECAR will use the funds to help Thompson complete the installation of a Community Garden 

and Rain Garden at 65 Main Street, a vacant, town-owned building and lot with significant community 

history. The Thompson Garden by the River will highlight its proximity to the French River, one of 

Thompson’s most visible natural resources.  

Local Realtors®, including Ryan Lajoie and Rachael Johnston of Johnston & Associates, and 

JoAnn Hall, licensed Realtor at Re/Max Putnam will assist in the community wide effort. They will 

partner with Thompson’s Economic Development Commission (EDC), the Branding Implementation Sub 

Committee, volunteer residents of Thompson including Tourtellotte Memorial High School IT students, 

TEEG (Thompson Ecumenical Empowerment Group), and the Eastern CT Conservation District (ECCD) 

on this project who will also be contributing to the project.  
“Realtors® live, work and volunteer in their communities and take immense pride in working 

to improve them,” said Greg Hanner, ECAR President. “Placemaking can help foster healthier, more 

social and economically viable communities. It creates places where people feel a strong stake in 

their neighborhoods and are committed to making things better. This grant will allow us to 

address areas in our community that are in need of enhancement and revitalization and create a place 

where friends and neighbors can come together.”   
Placemaking grants are awarded to local and state Realtor® associations to help them and their 

members create new public spaces and destinations in a community, like turning a parking spot into a 

people spot (parklet) or a vacant lot into a pocket park or garden. Realtor® associations and their 

Realtor® members are actively engaged in the community and know the neighborhoods and the 

properties that would benefit most from these placemaking projects.  “As the area becomes more 

attractive and welcoming, nearby properties may also increase in value,” (Hanner).    
For more information on the Thompson Garden by the River, visit 

https://www.thompsonct.org/home/news/thompsons-community-garden. To find out more about 

National Association of Realtors® placemaking program visit, realtoractioncenter.org/Placemaking.   

ECAR is the voice of real estate in Eastern CT, with over 1000 Realtors® serving New London 

and Wyndham County residents. For more information on how to safely and securely buy or sell a home, 

contact ECAR or visit www.easternctrealtors.com to speak with a Realtor. 
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