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EASTERN CT ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® DELIVERS PADDINGTONTM GIFTS TO CHILDREN LIVING IN LOCAL 
SHELTERS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

The CT Coalition to End Homelessness (CCEH) and the CT REALTORS® Foundation have partnered on a seasonal 
campaign called “be homeful for the holidays” designed to raise funds to help end family homelessness in 
Connecticut.  Every dollar raised goes directly towards CCEH’s be homeful project, which provides emergency 
assistance to families to help them remain in their homes. 

As part of the campaign, the CT REALTORS® Foundation donated a Paddington plush bear to a child living in a 
shelter for every $25 donated.  So far, fundraising efforts have raised $49,250 or 1,970 bears. 

The Eastern CT Association of REALTORS® was proud to be a part of this campaign and recently delivered 
Paddington plush bears to Mystic Area Shelter & Hospitality, Inc 

Pictured are Carol Christiansen, and Paula Turley from RE/MAX Realty Group dropping off bears to Kate Clark, 
pictured center. 

 . 

The campaign is close to reaching its goal of providing a bear to every child living in a Connecticut shelter this 
year and it’s not too late to make a donation.  2,000 Paddington plush bears are enough to give one to every 
child living in a shelter over the coming year and will provide enough funds to help prevent 50 families from 
becoming homeless. 

To make a donation, go to www.ctrealtors-care.org.  For more information on the be homeful project, please 
visit www.behomeful.org. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/MysticAreaShelterHospitality/
http://www.ctrealtors-care.org/
http://www.behomeful.org/


About the Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness 

The Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness, in partnership with members and communities throughout the 
state, creates change through leadership, advocacy, and building the capacity of members and the field to 
respond to environmental challenges. Our collective mission is to prevent and end homelessness in Connecticut. 
CCEH represents more than 75 members – emergency shelter providers, transitional housing providers, 
community and business leaders, and strategic partners – who share the goal of ending homelessness. In 
partnership with communities throughout the state, CCEH advances this goal through leadership, community 
organizing, advocacy, research, and education.  For more info on CCEH’s work ending homelessness in 
Connecticut, visit www.cceh.org. 

About the be homeful project 

CCEH has launched the be homeful project to respond to the lack of funds available to help families at the front 
door of shelter. The primary goal of this project is to raise emergency funds that case workers assisting clients 
referred by 2-1-1 can access to assist with one-time expenses that will be the difference between whether a 
family enters the shelter system or is able to remain housed. CCEH is fortunate to be partnered with the 
children’s book character Paddington, who is helping raise awareness about the impact homelessness has on 
young children and engage kids, families, and communities in lending a hand to families facing homelessness.  
For more information on how you can become involved in the be homeful project, visit www.behomeful.org or 
follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/behomeful/. 

About the CT REALTORS® Foundation 
 
The CT REALTORS® Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable corporation whose mission is “To be good neighbors to 
our members, our communities and the world. REALTORS® Care.”  Its activities include but are not limited to 
providing scholarships, disaster relief funds and hunger/homelessness prevention efforts.  For more info, visit 
www.ctrealtors-care.org. 
 

About the Eastern CT Association of REALTORS® 

REALTOR® is a federally registered collective membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is 
a member of the National Association of REALTORS® and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics.  The Eastern CT 
Association of REALTORS® (ECAR) is the Voice for Real Estate in Southeast CT and provides professional 
development, information resources, networking and business support to 873 local REALTOR® members.  ECAR 
and its members are advocates for issues that protect the rights of private property owners. 
 
About Paddington: 
 
For almost 60 years, British-born writer Michael Bond has been entertaining children and families all over the 
world with his stories about Paddington, the bear from Darkest Peru famous for his love of marmalade. Since the 
first book, A Bear Called Paddington, was published by HarperCollins in 1958, a further 13 full-length novels and 
countless other formats have been published. Paddington’s adventures have been adapted several times for 
television and at the end of 2014 Paddington made his debut onto the big screen. A second Paddington movie, 
Paddington 2, is set to launch globally in November 2017.  In recognition of Paddington’s extraordinary popularity 
and success, Michael Bond was awarded an OBE (Order of the British Empire) from the Queen for services to 
children’s literature in 1997 and a CBE (Commander of the British Empire) in 2015. 
 
Today, there are over 150 book titles available in 40 languages and in more than 100 countries, book sales are in 
excess of 35 million. The PADDINGTON DVD released in 2015 was the fastest and strongest selling DVD of 2015 in 
the UK. Paddington has a growing online presence with over 600 thousand Facebook fans and over 20 thousand 
Twitter followers. 

http://www.cceh.org/
http://www.behomeful.org/
http://www.facebook.com/behomeful/
http://www.ctrealtors-care.org/


In 2016 the Paddington brand was purchased by Studiocanal, part of the Vivendi group. 

Follow Paddington on Twitter at @paddingtonbear. Like Paddington’s Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/PaddingtonBear/ 
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