
BREAKING NEWS FROM CTR....  
On September 15, 2016, the CTR Board of Directors approved a $100 CTR dues increase for 2018, 
subject to automatic revocation should the CTR membership reach either one of two goals in 2017 – (1) at least 
1,000 attendees at the 2017 REALTORS® at the Capitol (RAC) event * or (2) at least a 20% participation rate for 
the first NAR Call For Action in 2017.  Should the goal not be reached in 2017 and the 2018 dues increase move 
forward, anyone who is documented as either attending RAC or having completed a NAR Call for Action in 2017 
will be receive a dues discount of $100. 

Rationale: 
•        The Executive Committee strongly believes the real estate industry is being both disrupted by outside forces and 

will face serious taxation and other threats in 2017 and 2018 due to Connecticut’s budget problems. 
  

•       There are two options for mounting successful challenges: (a) increasing the engagement of the membership in 
political advocacy; or (b) increasing the public’s engagement in political advocacy on real estate issues.  The 
second is considerably more expensive than the first, and would require exceedingly more Issues funds than CTR 
presently has in its Issues account and cash reserves.  Our membership engagement percentage in Calls for 
Action is one of the lowest in the nation, including on issues of great importance to real estate housing 
opportunities.  
  

•        The Executive Committee strongly believes those who take the half day to attend RAC or who spend the one to 
five minutes it takes to complete a NAR Call for Action will continue to supplement any efforts that may need to be 
taken with the public, and should have their dues discounted by $100 for the minimal effort it takes to create a 
strong presence. 
  

•         A significant percentage of CTR dues is already earmarked for political activity and therefore not tax-
deductible.  Members do not have the option to opt-out of those association dues-funded activities even if they do 
not wish to personally engage. The increase continues to permit the ability to not engage personally; and adds the 
ability to qualify for the discount by attending a legislative education event without the added component of 
communicating with a legislator, if that is a personal preference. 
  

•        The Executive Committee is mindful of the administrative cost in adding this additional administrative component 
to dues collection. CTR will provide dues billing in 2018 at no cost to any local association, upon request, should 
the dues increase move forward.   
  

•        CTR is mindful that technology issues could result in inaccurate reporting by NAR’s Call for Action system. 
Should there be evidence of a technology glitch that makes information substantially unreliable, the dues increase 
will be voided. If NAR does not do a Call for Action before the end of August 2017, and thus there is nothing to 
measure, the dues increase for 2018 will be voided.  If the 20% rate is not met with a first NAR Call for Action in 
2017, and a second NAR Call for Action happens before August 2017, and the 20% participation goal is met, the 
dues increase for 2018 will be automatically voided. The NAR participation rate is based on when the NAR Call 
for Action closes (i.e., when action is taken by the U.S. House or Senate.) 

  
•        This is being recommended now so the membership has a year to prepare for the change, one way or the other. 

Local associations may start 2018 dues billing as early as September 2017. 
  

•       The CTR Grassroots Committee created an aggressive plan for how to increase CTR’s NAR Call for Action 
response rate that will be put into place with the next NAR Call for Action.  Those include robo-calls, short videos, 
company liaisons, expanded leadership training, messages on MLS and Zipforms, association challenges, and 
more.  Their hope, along with the Executive Committee’s hope, is that those efforts might work. 
  

•        The proposal is meant to encourage a dialogue on how to change our culture towards increased advocacy. We 
look forward to the feedback from the Caucuses about this concept. 
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